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Alphabet Soup

• USDA = US Department of Agriculture

• CSREES =
Cooperative State Research, Education, and 

Extension Service,

- “Cooperative Extension”
- “Extension”



CSREES National WQ Program

• 10 regional programs
• Extension Education projects
• Integrated Research, education and and 

Extension projects
• National Facilitation projects

Applying knowledge to improve 
water quality

…all competitively funded



What is Cooperative Extension?

• Extension = community-based educators
• Mission: to bring science to the people, 

conduct educational outreach, and encourage 
“better practices”

• Land Grant University System - USDA
– at least one in every U.S. state & territory
– Water quality branch

• Many county-based offices

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



USDA CSREES 
National Facilitation Grant

Goal: Increase number, capacity, viability, 
vitality,and connectivity of all Extension-based 

volunteer monitoring programs  & support 
development of new groups

• ID existing Extension volunteer monitoring 
programs & learn about them

• Develop & establish & use internet
and web-based tools

• Develop & distribute training materials
• Offer training programs



Identify & Connect Extension 
Volunteer Monitoring Programs

• Establish an interactive web-site
www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer/

• electronic list serve- for Extension
<CSREESvolmon-list@uwex.edu>



Multi-media training materials

• “Guide to Growing” Extension Programs
– Based on case studies of model programs
– Modular format to ensure timeliness
– Available in hardcopy and electronic formats

• Why volunteer water quality monitoring makes sense *
• Designing your monitoring strategy *
• Effective training techniques
• Quality assurance issues
• Volunteer management and support tools
• Outreach tools
• Finding support and funding for local efforts
• Successful approaches to local data sharing and 

networking

* www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Offer training programs

• Based on “Guide to Growing”
• Conduct training sessions offered through 

CSREES regional conferences and other 
venues
– Pacific Northwest 

(July 13-15)
– Arizona 

(June 15-17)

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Who,What, why,

H-m-m-m, 
looks 

interesting…



Contact information 
for each Extension 
Volunteer Monitoring 
Program in the U.S. 
and its territories



Current Extension Programs

• Total of 38 programs 
associated with 
Extension 

• Began as early as 1978 
and as recently as 2003

• Monitor variety of 
habitats, including 
rivers, streams, lakes, 
ponds, wells, wetlands, 
& estuaries

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Results of Inquiry to 
Current Extension 
Programs on:

• Program Beginnings

•Training Techniques

• QA Measures

• Volunteer Support Tools

• Outreach Tools

• Program Funding



Select Inquiry Results – Outreach Tools

www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Select Inquiry Results - Funding
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www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Annotated Bibliography:

•Studies comparing volunteer 
monitoring efforts to those 
professional

•Pertinent Volunteer Monitor
articles



Online Database:

•Info on online database developed 
& tested at University of 
Wisconsin

•Info on what to think about 
before setting up a database

•Links to programs with on-line 
databases





All outreach materials 
to date,
Including fact sheets, 
posters, and ppt
presentations



Guide for Growing 
Programs:

.pdf files of Guide 
modules ranging from 
designing your monitoring 
strategy when in program 
formation stages to 
volunteer management and 
funding for established 
programs







Highlighted Extension 
Monitoring Programs

• Rotated regularly 
(archive maintained)

• Emphasizes program         
outcomes and 
accomplishments

• Learn more about 
successful programs







Link back to the 
USDA CSREES 
National Water 
Quality Program 
web site





By linking with Extension, volunteer 
water quality monitoring programs bring 
university science to the community and 
community realities to the university

Thank you!


